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“Crusades.”  Electric Library Presents Encyclopedia.com.  2001.   http://www.encyclopedia.com/printable/03303.html (20 July, 2001).

This site is a brief encyclopedic article describing each of the Crusades from the origins of the First to an entry on the aftermath and heritage of the Crusades.  It reads quickly and easily without any apparent bias.  Names, places and events are hyperlinked to other entries in the database.

Dafoe, Stephen.  “A History and Mythos of the Knights Templar – The Crusades,” Templarhistory.com.  2001.  http://www.templarhistory.com/crusades.html (20 July, 2001)

A gently opinionated history of the importance of the Knights Templar and their effects on the Crusades and that era.  Good background reading but not for direct instruction.

Dowling, Mike., “The Electronic Passport to the Crusades and the rise of Islam,” May 20, 2001.  http://www.mrdowling.com/606islam.html (20 July 2001).

This is a great page for kids!  It is snappy with short entries and illustrations, catchy headlines and a page for great links.  On the great links page, you can link to pages on Islam, camels, and Arab names.  All in all, one of the most engaging pages for kids I’ve found so far.

Eckford, Teresa.  “The Crusades.”  The Crusades Cheatsheet.  2001.  http://www.likesbooks.com/crusades.html (20 July, 2001).

This is a handy site that starts out with a simple matrix with dates and comments for the several crusades.  Then the author continues with a brief description of important aspects, including women, Muslims, and innocent victims.  Handy for teacher background.

Kreis, Steven.  “Lecture 25, The Holy Crusades.”  The History Guide, Lectures on Ancient and Medieval European History.  2000.  http://www.pagesz.net/~stevek/ancient/lecture25b.html (20 July 2001).

Steven Kreis is a professor of history in colleges and universities in Florida and North Carolina.  He has presented brief primers on many aspects of European history, number 25 being his presentation on the Crusades.  It is thorough without bogging you down (like a good red wine) and provides plenty of hyperlinking if the reader wants further information for understanding.  Not at a middle school reading level, however it provides excellent background for the teacher who wants to know more than the textbook chapter the kids were supposed to read the previous night.

“Middle Ages Pictures.”  History Link 101.  2001.  http://www.historylink101.com/middle_ages_europe/middle_ages_pictures.htm#Crusades (20 July, 2001)

This is a directory of links to castles, other architecture, and art from medieval times, with an emphasis on Crusades.  Sites are rated for visual and content on a scale of 1-5.

“On TV:  Ivanhoe, The Crusades”  Arts and Entertainment.  2001.  http://www.aande.com/scenes/ivanhoe/crusades.html (20 July, 2001).

Whenever A&E broadcast Ivanhoe, they must have put up this page.  Since this film is often used in class to demonstrate some of the aspects of the medieval time including the times of Crusades and persecution of Jews, this site could be helpful for student access.  Scenes from the film illustrate the topics of the paragraphs so visually it works for middle school.

Queller, Donald E., “Crusades,” Discovery Channel School, original content provided by World Book Online.  2001.  http://school.discovery.com/homeworkhelp/worldbook/atozhistory/c/142340.html, (20 July, 2001). 

A simple, straightforward and accessible recounting of the Crusades provided by the Discovery Channel.  No direct links but an index at the top to scoot you to that part of the article.

Reese, Lyn.  Director.  “Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122 –1204), After Returning From the Crusades.”  Women in World History Curriculum.  2001.  http://www.womeninworldhistory.com/EofAreturns.html (20 July, 2001).

This page chronicles the life of one of the most important women in medieval European history, Elanor of Aquitaine.  Wife of Henry II and mother to two other English kings, Richard and James, she was the key to many of the political alliances throughout Europe.  She even ruled England while Richard was away on Crusade.

Roberts, Kate, and Squires, Edmond.  “Learning About the Crusades.”  EDUC 343:  Technology in Education, University of Richmond.  1999.  http://www.richmond.edu/~ed344/webquests/crusades/Kateed.html (20 July, 2001).

This site holds a lesson on the Crusades created by students in the Education department at the University of Richmond.  It is a generally well-designed group project for students to create a report and present to the class.  The task involves using web pages linked through this document so it is good for technology classes or for extension assignments.

“The Crusades & Medieval Links.”  Manchester University Press, 2001.  http://www.medievalsources.co.uk/mp_crusades.htm (20 July 2001).

This is an excellent directory with links to original documents, maps, art, historical figures, specific crusades, and more and more.  Each link is summarized to keep you clicking on the ones most likely to provide what you need.

“The Crusades:  A View From Jordan.”  Mr. Barnwell, American Community School, Amman, Jordan.  2001.  http://www.acsamman.edu.jo/~ms/crusades/index.html (20 July 2001).

Not only is this an awesome lesson in an on-line format, it is from the geographical target of most of the Crusades:  Jordan.  There are numerous links and well written information, but the best is the idea that American kids, in Jordan, are able to teach American kids in the States about the Crusades by showing them the actual places.  It’s the next best thing to being there.

“The Great Crusades (1095-1291).”  University of Michigan.  2001.  http://www.umich.edu/~eng415/timeline/detailedtimeline.html (20 July 2001).

This is a very thorough list of events beginning with March 1095 and continuing until June 17, 1291.  It contains many references to people and events that are not linked (with the exception of Pope Urban II, and Jerusalem.)  It would be helpful in an edited form as the basis of a retelling by students, or as a springboard for deeper research.

World History Links, Belmont University, 2001. http://www.belmont.edu/history/World/europe.html (20 July 2001).

This index has links to dozens of topics related to the study of the Crusades.  Primarily for teacher use on background, many of the links would be excellent sources of information for improving instructional delivery.  Links are divided into eras and include much more on Europe than just the Crusades.  Good source to check out for depth and breadth of knowledge.

“Yahooligans! – Around the World: History: Middle Ages: Crusaders: Maps.”  Yahooligans! Directory.  1994-98.   http://www.yahooligans.com/Around_the_World/History/Middle_Ages/Crusades/Maps/ (20 July, 2001).

This could very well be all you’ll ever need for middle school map work on the Crusades.  The links are to maps of the Crusades from different sources, and include several different Crusades as well as historic maps of the Mediterranean area.

